
The United States

You are Woodrow Wilson, president of The United States. You were re-elected as president in 1916 on a promise that you would not involve the U.S. in the war. Guess that promise didn’t really work out. You have now come across the Atlantic Ocean to Paris to participate in the post WWI peace negotiations. You may have not been involved in the war for as long as the other European countries, but that does not mean that you do not have a plan for these treaty negotiations. Hundreds of thousands of Americans died on the battlefields of Europe and you intend that they did not die for nothing.    

One of the major ideas that you have brought with you to the negotiations is the creation of a international organization that would ensure world peace. This organization would be called the League of Nations. This is your top priority, what you really want to come from the treaty. You think that if you can create this organization, it will help to make sure that there will never be like this again. If you are able to get this organization to form, then maybe the people of America will not be so mad at you since you told them that you would not enter the war. The good news with you League of Nations is that it can also solve some other problems that will come up at the negotiations. As everyone argues over how German colonies should be handled, you can just bring to the table that the new League of Nations will take care of that situation, it will rule over the colonies. Just more reason to establish your baby, the League of Nations. 

Being a nation of capitalist, you are totally interested in continuing to trade with not only your European buddies, but also with Germany. For the years leading up to war, you had benefited greatly from trading with Germany and would like to see that continue to happen now after the war. While many of your European friends want to punish Germany big time and make them pay tons and tons of money for all of the damages. You think that if you end up making Germany pay too much it will totally ruin their economy and it will take lots of time for them to bounce back, trade with you, and for you to make money off trading. 

What you do think is appropriate is for Germany to have to disarm. That basically means that they have to take apart their big military and will not be allowed to make it big and strong again. Also you think that the fairly newly formed and very strong German navy would need to be totally taken apart. You want to make sure that you and your friends are the only powerhouses of the sea.

Some of the other countries at the negotiations are saying that Germany should be divided up into lots of little independent nations. These people say that if this is done then nationalism would not be able to spread like it did before, and that these little countries would never be able to be as powerful as a united Germany. You do not agree with this stance. You believe that Germany needs to stay united. You think that if Germany was broken up into lots of little nations, then the new government in Russia would spread its communist ideas and undermine your capitalistic goals. 

France

You are the president of France. Your country has suffered greatly from the war. Over 1.3 million of your soldiers died in the fighting and hundreds of thousands of your civilians also died from the fighting. In addition to all of this death, many of your cities and industries were destroyed. Your once powerful country, with proud people and strong industry must be rebuilt.You are very very mad about all of the suffering that your country has experienced and you know who is to blame...Germany. You are going into these treaty negotiations knowing that you want Germany to pay for all of the damage and hurt they have caused and you want to make sure that Germany can never threaten your country again. Your are nicknamed “The Tiger” and for good reason. You are fierce and will fight hard to get your way in this negotiation. 

First you want to make sure that Germany will never attack you again. You consider Germany a country not to be trusted. A united Germany has twice the population of France and you fear that if you do not take strong steps to make Germany weak, they might just regroup and go on attacking again. You think that one of the best ways of ensuring no more German attacks is to break up the united Germany into many smaller (and weaker) nations. This step would break up the nationalistic feeling among Germans and would also break up the powerful German economy. Also by breaking up a united Germany you can put governments in power that will be friendly to France and not want to attack you again. 

In addition to breaking up Germany, you also want to take back land that you had lost to Germany earlier. During Franco-Prussian War on 1871 you lost part of France called the Alsace-Lorraine. This land that you wish to gain back is very important to the future economic development of France. This land is very rich in minerals and has a system of industries already set up that you know can and will make France a whole bunch of money. This is the one point in all of your negotiations that you are not willing to budge on. You may give a little here and there, but this is not the place for that. What was once France will be France again. 

In addition to wanting to really weaken the Germany economy and industries so that they have a slow recovery and cannot afford to attack you in the future, you want to also weaken the German military. After many wars fought with Germany (including the brutal one that just ended) you know how fierce and smart the German military is. If you get your way than the Germans will not be allowed to rebuild their army at all and they must also take apart their growing navy. 

Since you feel that you have Germany in a place where you can take advantage of the situation, you would also like to see her colonies end up under your control. You want to do this to further embarrass the Germans, but you have another plan too. If you can take control of the colonies that means that you will have more power worldwide than any other major powers. You know that America is not interested in gaining colonies, but you may have to watch out for those Brits and Italians. 

When you think about this war and all of the damage to your country you know that somebody is going to have to pay (with $$$) to rebuild. In your mind there is only one country to do that...Germany. You want money, and not just a little. You want Germany to pay to you every cent the war cost you to fight, and that is a whole lot of stinkin’ money. You know that if Germany had to do this it would ruin them, but you don’t care. You are “The Tiger” and are coming after Germany. 

Oh yeah, and that Woodrow Wilson. You think that he is kind of a crazy man with his hopes for world peace and his League of Nations. You are not sold on all of his ideas.

Great Britain 

You are Lloyd George, the Prime Minister of Great Britain. You came to power in 1916, in the middle of the war. You were steering the ship at the end of the war and you want to make sure that you still look good in the post war negotiations. You are in a bit of a difficult situation. On one hand you are a realist and see the need to compromise and make sure that Germany is not punished too much as that would cause more problems than it would solve. However, you have just won an election promising to inflict harsh consequences on Germany and the people in Great Britain want to see Kaiser Wilhelm hang for starting the war.

Britain had suffered heavy losses during the war. Hundreds of thousands of women were now widows and hundreds of thousands of children were now orphans. While the structure of your industry was not hit in the fighting, it was going to be expensive to rebuild your country and take care of all of these new orphans and widows. In your mind Germany is at fault for starting the war and you believe that they should be held responsible for paying you back for damages during the war and for the future. With that said, you feel that maybe the French are being a bit to aggressive with trying to get money from Germany. Germany had been an important trading partner with you in the past and you fear that if France gets its way and takes tons of money from Germany, that Germany will crumble and you will not be able to make money off trading with them in the future because they will be dead broke. You are more along the lines with the Americans in terms of how much Germany should have to pay for damages and the fact that Germany should not be broken up into small nations. If that were to happen your ability to trade and make money would again be hurt. Both you and the Americans agree that if France gets what it wants then they will benefit the most and become the most powerful country in Europe, something neither of you want. 

You are interested in seeing the German military greatly weakened, especially the navy. For a long time your country has been the king of the seas. World War I gave you a scary look at the building German power on the water. By demanding that Germany totally take apart their navy and give their boats to you, you can be sure that once again you will be king of the sea. This is very important to you. 

You believe that this may be a great opportunity for the British Empire to gain more global strength by taking over the former colonies of Germany and land in the middle east from the defeated Ottoman Empire. This is in direct confrontation with the French, they are going for the same goal. Remember with imperialism/colonialism, the bigger the better. 

While the long term history between you and America has been rocky at times, you are actually pretty interested in what they have to say this time. Your country does not want to engage in any more major battles for a long while and you believe that Woodrow Wilson and his plan for world peace may be a good thing. While you do not agree with all of his plans, you agree with enough to want to negotiate with him. You like the idea of the League of Nations, but you aren’t really into this racial equality act that the Japanese are trying to add to the League. 
Italy

You have a bit of an interesting role at this treaty negotiations. Before the breakout of the war, you were actually in the Triple Alliance with Austria-Hungary and Germany. When the fighting started to heat up you actually switched sides because the allies told you that if you did, you would be promised land after you had won the war. The land that you had been promised was in Europe and was not made up of ethnic Italians, but you want it anyway. You thought that be gaining these ethnically diverse lands you could spread the influence of Italy into places that you had not been able to reach before. You would also be gaining important port access from land you would take from Austria-Hungary. With this port you would be able to make more money. The important aspect is that you now have to make sure that the other members of the allies actually follow through and give you the land that they promised. 

You also saw this as a great opportunity to gain further power by taking the colonies of the losing countries. You know that other winning countries are going for the same thing but you figure that you might as well try. If you are able to secure colonies then your power and influence will spread further around the globe and the people of Italy will prosper from all the money that could be made in the colonies. 

You are mad at Germany for her aggression and believe that she and her friends need to pay you back for all the money it took you to be part of the war. While you want Germany to pay, you are not convinced about sending her to the poor house. The point is for you to get paid back, not to make the people of Germany suffer for years to come because the country has absolutely no money.  

While you are not on the bad side of your allies, you have a feeling that they think that you did not contribute too much to the war and are not to be taken too seriously. You will have to make a strong case as to why they should listen and respect your demands. Maybe if you support and get into this new League of Nations that you have heard about then your voice will be heard more.  

GERMANY

You are the representatives from the defeated nation of Germany. After four long years of fighting, you and your allies have been defeated. Over 1.7 million Germans died on the battlefields and now you have nothing to show for it. You know that the countries that you have been fighting against will be coming after you in these peace treaty negotiations. Instead of just sitting on the sidelines and waiting for your ultimate punishment you think that it may be better to take a proactive stance in the negotiations. Even though you have been defeated you feel that you need to stand up and be the voice of the German people. If the winners of the war have their way they may try to punish you so severely that you and your citizens will never be able to recover. 

You are willing to draw down your military so as to not make it so threatening to other countries. Before the war it was a requirement that German men signed up and served in the military. You are willing to give that up, and you are willing to shrink your army to only 100,000 men. With 100,000 men you can still defend your country if the need ever came up. You have worked very hard to build up a strong navy but you are also willing to surrender your battleships. 

It makes you sad but you know that you are going to have to give up some of your land. Your long time enemy, France, wants back the region called Alsace-Lorraine that you won from her during the Franco-Prussian war. This area is very valuable but you know that you will have to give it back. What is important to you is that these other European nations do not take control of your colonies. If they were to now control them it would cement their dominance both in the Europe and in the world. As a country Germany would never be able to catch up again. Instead of giving the power to them you think that it would be best for the League of Nations that the Americans are proposing to govern your colonies.

Speaking of the League of Nations, you like this idea and you want to be included into the organization once it is formed. Even though you are sure that the rest of the world is pretty mad at you, you expect to be a fully respected member of the League of Nations with full voting ability. 

You know that you are going to be expected to pay for some of the damage from the war and that is ok. What is most important to you is that you are not expected to pay too much. If the winning countries demand that you pay too much your country will never be able to recover. You must stay strong and not let the winning countries bully you in to paying too much. 

Lastly, for the pride of your country, you do not want to be the only one blamed for the war. You think that there should be a fair investigation into who was to blame for starting the war. If you are blamed totally for the war then spirit of the German people will be crushed. 

Japan

You are the Japanese delegation led by Prince Saionji Kinmochi at the peace negotiations. During the war you had fought on the side of the allies (Great Britain, France, Italy, Russia, US) against the Germans and their land holdings in Asia. Your thought was that if you could get involved with the winning side than you could greatly increase your power on the world stage. It is always good to be friends with powerful people. 

Since you did not fight directly on the battlefields of Europe and did not lose as many of your soldiers you knew that you would not be able to make huge demands at the peace negotiations. Even with this in mind you did show up with some things that you wanted to get accomplished. 

You want to take over all of the former German colonies in Asia. You figure that you were the ones doing the fighting in this area so you should be the ones that get it in the end. If this were to go through you would get very valuable land such as Shandong with control its very busy and powerful port in China. You would also assume control of many Pacific islands north of the Equator such as the Marshall Islands, Micronesia, and the Mariana Islands. If you are able to secure these territories than you will increase your power in the Pacific greatly and the Japanese Empire will become much bigger and more powerful. You know that this is a lot to ask for and that other countries will also try to go for this land, but you are willing to negotiate hard for this. You fought, your people died, you deserve something. 

The other main point that you are here to negotiate about has to do with the League of Nations that looks like it will form from these negotiations. You believe that a racial equality clause needs to be added to League of Nations. You think that everyone that is involved in the league of nations, no matter of their race, should receive equal and fair treatment. You have seen a world that has been dominated (through imperialism and military) by white people and you want to make sure that won’t be the case in meetings at the League of Nations. If you are going to participate in this club, then you want your voice heard and counted. 

Paris 1919: You have been invited to Paris to a gathering of nations to discuss the terms of peace following World War I. Here are the issues about which each group will need to make at least one specific proposal:

1. The German Military was a powerful machine that was able to engage in fierce combat throughout World War I. It’s commanders were smart and it’s soldiers were brave. Additionally, German inventors created a whole new set of deadly weapons and naval ships that changed the way war was fought. Do you support getting rid of the once powerful German army? Should the new and powerful German navy still exist? Should Germany be allowed to keep any sort of military in order to defend herself?
2. Talk is cheap, but war is expensive. After years of conflict, all of the countries involved have spent lots and lots and lots of money fighting this war. In addition to the large bill from the war, cities and industries have been destroyed in the fighting and they will need to be rebuilt to get things back to normal. Who should be responsible for paying for the war? How much should they have to pay? All of it? Part of it?

3. Before this war the world was dominated by some very powerful empires. These empires not only held land in Europe, but controlled a system of imperial colonies all over the world. With certain empires being on the losing side of World War I, they no longer will be able to control their colonies. How should the colonies of the losing countries be taken care of? Who should rule over them? Should they rule themselves? Should any other land change rulers?

4. Before WWI Germany came together to form a unified country. Some say this new country and the pride and nationalism that came from the reason why WWI started. Should unified Germany be taken apart so they cannot band together to fight again?

5. World War I was a total war that devasted the globe. Around ten million people died due to the conflict. Wars of this greatness and death of this scale should not happen again. People and countries should be able to get together and work out differences in a responsible and respectful way. If that can’t happen then world peace will never exist. What is your opinion or idea on how to ensure future world peace and make it so that WWI is the war to end all wars? 

6.  Who is to blame for WWI?p

